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7 AVI N 6 in a preceding Tract 

examined into the cf of the 
modern Patriots, in reſpect of their 
Attachment and pretended Love to 
the rue Intereſt of their Country in 
general, I propaſe (in this) to con- 


ſider them more particularly, according to their 


affected Pitle of the Country Party, i. e. to fee 


how july their Pretenſions to that Title are 


rounded, from the particular Regard they have 
had to the Country Intere/? properly fo called; by 


which I underſtand the Intereſt of the Land-hold- 
ers, which is that of the Nobility, Gentry,” Cler- 


„and all leſſer Frecholders; who conſidered 


collectively, muſt be allowed to be 19: mmronſ Jderd- 


ble Part, whom I am fo partial to think the mf 


'confederable Body of Men in the whole Kingdom: 


I look upon them as the Repreſentatives of the 


ancient and original Inhabitants of this Iſland, che 
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TY 
great Stamina of the Britih Dominions, out of 
which-the Court, and the Camp, and the City, 
was firſt formed, and from whence they receive a 
conſtant Supply, and which adminiſter more Ad- 
vantages to Trade and Commerce than they re- 
ceive back again in Return from it. Not but that 
Trade and Merchandize are very uſeful and bene- 


ficial to the Kingdom in general, greatly condu- 


cive to the common Strength and Riches of it, 


which juſtly renders them a fit Object of the tender 


Care and Regard of the Legiſlature, and of every 


ſingle private Perſon's hearty Good-will and 
Wiſhes. 

But what I mean by it is this, that as Trade 
and Merchandize have increaſed the Wealth and 
Strength of the Nation to a great degree, they 
have withal introduced much foreign Luxury 
amongſt us, which has infected the whole Body 


of the People, and runs through all Ranks and 


Orders and Degrees of Men; by which Means 


. the Gentlemen, whoſe Rents have not increaſed in 


Proportion to the Increaſe of Yealth and Expence 
amongſt the money'd and trading People and Pro- 
felſions, are put under a Neceſlity either of abating 
from their Dignity in Life, which Faſhion has 
made to conſiſt in a comparative Expence in re- 
ſpect of Table, Furniture, Equipage and Dreſs ; or 
of not providing for their Families in a manner 
ſuitable to their Birth: Which I only mention as a 


Reaſon againſt their bearing a greater Share than 


their Proportion of the common Burthens, I 
mean publick Taxes, for the ſecuring our Trade 


and Merchandize, than thoſe who are more im- 


mediately Partakers of the Advantages ariſing 


from them; or for the common Protection of 


Subjects in their juſt Rights and Liberties, than 
the 
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the money*d and trading Wealth and Profeſſions, 
which are equally protected in them. 

This being a Point upon which our modern 
Patriots, our Country Gentlemen (as they delight 
to call themſelves) have divided from thoſe they 
are pleaſed to term of the Court-Party ; I propoſe, 


Firſt, To conſider the Juſtice and Expedience 
of the avowed Principles and Maxims on which 
theſe Gentlemen ſet up, if they are ſerious in what 
they profeſs and pretend to. 

Secondly, The little Probability there is of their 
being quite in earneſt, 

Thirdly, If they are, to ſhew where their Ar- 
guments center, and what would be the Conſe- 
quence of their Doctrine and Policy prevalling. 


The great Points upon which they have diſtin- 
guiſh'd themſelves this way, are thoſe of the late 
projected Exciſe, the Salt Tax, and our having 
recourſe to the ſinking Fund for Money for the 
current Service the laſt and this Year; all kindly 
and juſtly calculated for ſaving in the Land-Tax, 
as being the moſt grievous and unequal Tax un- 
der which we labour. 

By the Exciſe Scheme was projected an im- 
mediate ſaving to the Land-Tax, with a Proſpect 
alſo (in time) of giving Relief to the Poor, by 
taking off ſome of thoſe Taxes which to them 
are moſt ſenſibly grievous, ſuch as Leather, Soap, 
and Candles; not by any new or additional Tax, 
but by collecting two old ones in a way different 
from what they had been, but in the ſame way 
wherein al the Taxes upon our native Commodi- 
ties are, and cannot otherwiſe be collected. The 
reaſon for the Alteration was briefly this; Frauds 
tantamount to a very great Value had been com- 

mitted 
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mitted in the od way; and in favour of the new 
way propoſed, it may be ſaid, that it could have 
affected no Body but thoſe fraudulent Dealers, and 
them only ſo far as they were fraudulent, i. e. un- 
juſt, unreaſonable Gainers, and ixjuriouſiy fo to the 
Publick, and the Body of fair Traders. 

It was indeed objected, firſt, that it would ſave 
too much, ſo as to render Parliaments uſeleſs ; then 
1 (in the other Extreme) that the Saving would be 
too inconſiderable to deſerve a parliamentary No- 
| tice; they objected alſo the neceſſary Increaſe of 
ö Officers, and by that means an undue Increaſe of 
the Power and Influence of the Crown. But in 
anſwer to this, it has been ſaid, that the Officers 
| of Exciſe (being ſufficiently reſtrain'd by Laws 
1 already made) are not of that Conſequence to af- 
| fect the People in their juſt Liberties, which are 
i truly precious; nor if there was any Poſſibility of 
| that, would the Increaſe of them have been ſuffi- 
li cient for any ſuch End; beſides, ſome Clauſes 
| very much favouring the Liberty of the Subject, 
| tending to eaſe the whole Body of Exciſe Laws, were 
Propoſed to be inferted in the Tobacco Bill; fo 
that with reſpect to Liberty, as well as in other 
Reſpects, the Subjects had been manifeſt Gainers 
f by it. > | 

What Oppoſition this met-with, and from 
«bom, and how it went off, we all know. The 
Salt Tax, and the Scheme of taking from the 
finking Fund, fared better, but not without Op- 
poſition, and much the ſame Arguments uſed 
againſt them as were uſed againſt the Exciſe ; and 
a Paper was ſent laſt Year all over the Country 
(and perhaps we may have the like this Tear) 
1 called the P {ts of ſome noble L-—ds, 
branding the Exciſe Scheme moſt notoriouſty, and 

telling 
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telling us in effect that Money for publick Uſe is 
moſt properly raiſed. by a Land- JuArrt. | 

This then being a Principle which throughout 
their whole Oppoſition. (with relation to Taxes) 
they plainly pique hes upon, and aſpire to 
the popular \F.itgem on account of it, it will be 
Juſtice to bem, the, Np!ion in general, and to 
tboſe whom 4heſe agnmah Country Gentlemen invidi- 
ouſly call Courtiers, to ſee how, jaſt they are in 
their Notions (admit them to be ſerious) how 7r#e, 


— 


* 


particularly to the Country Jntereſhy © - l 305 
The preſent Circumſtance of cha. Nation is, (fo 
far as 1 have heard, or read, but ꝗ ꝓfetend not ta 
be exact) beſides a Fund or Funds ariſing from 
Cuſtoms, and Duties, appropriate to the civil 
Liſt, and to the Payment, of the Intereſt, and (as 
the Neceſſity of Things will admit) a gradual Diſ- 
charge of a large national Debt, beſides the Malt- 
Tax, a want of one or two Millions, ſomething 
more, or leſs, as Occaſion requires, and which 
has chiefly been raiſed by a Land-Tax for the Space 
of about forty Years laſt paſt; which, upon a fair 
Computation, hath been found to be, upon the 
Landed Intereſt, within that Time, out of ty 
Millions, by them paid, fifty Millions more than 
their proper equal Share; All Money paid in the 
Way of Land-Tax being found to be quite an Ad- 
ditional Tax upon the Landbolders, and the Land- 
ed Wealth not to be more than one ſixth of the real 
I/ealth of the Nation. 

Two Reaſons may be affign*d, why the Land- 
holders have not only been ſo burthened, but pa- 
tient under it; firſt, in ſome Meaſure, the Ne- 
ceſſity of the Thing, a long expenſive War in 
Defence of the Nation, its civil and religious Rights, 
which, in a manner required it, as a conſtant, cer- 
tain and immediate Supply. In the next Place, the 

| Landed 


4 
Landed Intereſt, or rather the moneyed Wealth was 
obliged to a fine Writer of that Time for endea- 
vouring to perſwade them, that almoſt all the 
Taxes in England, however contrived, termina- 
ted upon the Land of England, and therefore it was 
better they ſhould take it at firſt by Way of Land- 
Tax, than afterwards, in Cufioms, and Duties; 
that they wou'd find their Account by ſo doing, 
in the Increaſe of their Rents. To this another 
Reaſon may be added, that, probably (having 
not conſidered it,) they knew no better, or knew 
not how to help themſelves, there appearing no 


. Diſpoſition from the Miniſtry to help them; fo 
that this Paradox was ſwallowed for ſome Time, 


this ſtrange Doctrine prevailed ſo far as four Shil- 
lings per Pound (a monſtrous Tax) for many Years 
together. | | 

But an Opinion hath ſince prevailed that Mr. 
Locke's Notion is but true in Part; That all Du- 
ties and Cuſtoms do indeed terminate ultimately up- 
on the Conſumer, not the Dealer, and that therefore 
the Landholder paying by himſelf and Tenants 
(as he certainly does) a full Share of his and their 
Part of all Duties and Cuſtoms, upon all Goods and 
Things whatſoever, 0UGHT not to ſtand (fo far 
as that can eaſily be prevented) any further charged 
by any ſpecial Tax upon him alone; for this plain 
Reaſon, becauſe the very Conſideration, and End 
of paying is, Protection; and the money'd Eſtates, 
which are five Parts out of /ix, having equal Im- 
munities with the Landed Eſtates, which are but 
as ou in ſix of the Wealth of the Nation, and be- 
ing equally protected by the Government, at the 
Expence of the Publick, that Expence ought to 
be a publick, a common, that is to ſay, an equally 
proportioned Expence; the Truth, the tes” 

an 


[9] 
and Reaſonableneſs of this (/c far as it is Pratficable ) 
& not to be denied. 

But this Doctrine being ſomewhat novel (and 
contrary to the preſent Intereſt of ſome People) as 
the Goſpel once was, and the reformed Religion 
hath ſince been thought to be, tho? abſolutely juſt 
and righteous in itſelf, no wonder if Schemes of 
that equitable nature do not ſo readily go down, 
when an Opportunity is given (by them) for Per- 
ſons who want to riſe in the Eſteem of the World 
(tho? upon falſe Merit) by adhering to the od Su- 
perſtition, to make their Court to a Number of 
the People of England. | 

Accordingly we do find a Set of Gehtlemen 
taking the Name of Patriots, Country Gentlemen, 
merely upon the Merit of making a Shew, as if 
all publick Money was moſt propetly raifed hy a 
Land-Tax for the Benefit of Mechanicks, Manu- 
facturers (they won't ſay Merchants, Lawyers, 
Stockjobbers, Sc. that would be too glaring ) 
but for the Promotion and Encouragement of 
Trade; ſpecious Pretences, ariful, and apt e- 
nough to catch vulgar Affection, popular Ap- 
plauſe ; and the Things are very good in them- 
ſelves, only the Misfortune here is, as I take it, 
that this bleſſed Patriotiſm is attended more of leſs 
with Error, Fallacy, and Injuſtice. 

It is a fundamental Error in Policy to lay the 
whole Tax, or any conſiderable Tax Noll it poſ- 
ſibly be avoided) on Land only, unleſs that Tax 
could be ſuppoſed to ſtand for the Land-Owners 
and Occupters, in Exemption of other common Taxes 
upon the whole Wealth, which it cannot do: The 
whole Nation is but one Piece of Clock-work, 
one Part of it ſerved of another ; if any oneWheel, 
the Land for inſtance, be overloaded, ſo that its 
n be ſtopp'd or clogg'd, and retarded, the 

B Effect 


Effects thereof will 6 felt, not by itſelf alone, 
but throughout the whole Machine; and therefore 
it is right Policy (ſo far as that can be) for the Land 


to bear but its proper, that is to ſay, its equal 


Weight of Taxes. All Tradeſmen will readily 
come . this, that if the Gentlemen, the Landed 
Intereſt, are made poor, they themſelves muſt feel 
the Effects of it with a Vengeance ; let them but 
conſider how much depends (in Trade) upon a 
brisk and plentiful Circulation of Money, and 


 whata Number of Hands the Gentleman's Money 


particularly, once laid out with Tradeſmen, paſſes 
thro? in a ſmall Space of Time, affording every 
Finger that tells it over ſome Gain. If a Tax is 
laid upon a Commodity, no Body feels it but he 
that 28, or cats, or drinks, or wears it; but if a 
Tax is laid upon Land, the Money goes ſtraight 
from the Farmer to the Exchequer, the Tradeſ- 


man has no Benefit from it in the way, but muſt 


perceive the want of it, If a Fourth or a Fifth of 
the Rents of England is paid in Land-Tax, there is 
a Fuurth or a Fifth leſs of the Landholders Mo- 
ney to be circulated amongſt Tradeſmen, admit- 
ting them, like other People, to ſpend: as they can 
afford; and therefore I conclude theſe Gentle- 
mens Patriotiſm to be attended with much Error, 
their avowed Maxims and Principles to be alto- 
gether unequal. and inexpedient, tho' they ſhould 
be found ſerious and ſincere in what they profeſs 
and pretend to. 

They ſet out indeed upon this Principle, that 
all public Money ſhould be raiſed within the Tear, 
and by a Land-Tax ; but in this I am apt to doubt 
their aa ; they know that Duties and Cu- 
ſtoms (many of them) ſtand appropriated by Par- 
liament to juſt and laudable Uſes, and that it is not 
their fine Speeches (at this time) which can alles 

them; 
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them; and therefore we may juſtly eſteem it but a 
Copy of their Countenance. when they make a 
Shew of contrary Inclinations, complimenting the 
money*d Wealth at the' Expence of the Landed 
Eſtates, when perhaps the Bulk of their own 
Eſtates is already in Money; or if it is not, when 
they know it can coft them but ſome few Shillings 
in the Pound extraordinary, which to many of 
them for their particular Shares is not ſo many 
Groats, however at the moſt a Trifle, to fuch 
them as aſpire to miniſterial Dignity, Court. Ho- 
nours and Places, or to whom: it is Meat and Drink 
to gratify their Pique, by embroiling the State, 
keeping Faclion alive, and when they can make it 
a means of ingratiating with the Multitude; which 
it would not do if they doubted their Sincerity, or 
were but thoroughly ſenfible how much their Princi- 
ples tend to the general Hurt of the Nation, cer- 
tainly of the Country Gentleman; if ſo, of the fair 
Trader; laſtly, of the honeſt Merchant. 

So ſmall a Land Tax as two Shillings in the 
Pound, is a Tax of ten per Cent. extraordinary on 
Landholders; ; and yet our Patriots would glad- 
ly have made it /4venty per Cent. this Year, tho 
half the Sum is no mal Incumbrance on a great 
Part of the Landed Eſtates, which conſequently 
the Tradeſmen muſt feel in ſome Meaſure, while 
that ſcattered in Taxes upon Commodities, would 
be a Trifle to any particular Perſons, of any 
Denomination or Profeſſion whatſoever. Ir is 
hard that there ſhould be a Neceſſity (and yet we 
ſee it cannot well be avoided) of loading th land- 
ed Subject beyond the reſt of his Fellow-Subjetts ; 
but to refuſe him Eaſe (as was done in one Caſe) and 
to endeavour to obſtruct it (as in the other !wo) when 
a fair Opportunity offers, and juſt Occaſion is, is 
cruel and inbuman; I bad almoſt faid baje, to a 
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Degree, which nothing can exceed, but knowing- 
ly to miſrepreſent the De/ign of it, in the Manner 
it has been, and is yet done. 

For beſides that theſe Gentlemen Patriots are to 
be eſteemed erroneous, (if they are not fallacious) 
they are extremely unjuſt ro the Landed Intereſt 
particularly. Suppoſe any one ſhould propoſe in 
Parliament, a Law obliging the Yeomen and ſmall 
Landholders to make a Purſe for the Citizens 
Wives and Daughters, for their Entertainment at 
Plays, Ridotto's and Opera's; the inferior Gen- 
try and Clergy to preſent them with Velvets, Bro- 
cades, and fine Laces; and the Quality to give 
them Jewels and Equipages ; would not this be 
thought exireme Hardſhip, great Injuſtice? And yet 
it is very near as juſt, as reaſonable, (as equal it is 
to the full) as that the Landed Intereſt ſhould pay 
for the Moneyed Wealth being protected in their 
Luxury and Finery. Which is not a little the Caſe 
of a Land-Tax. This then may ſerve to ſnew 
their Injuſtice; but that will appear in a greater 
Degree, a ſtronger Light, when they are ſomewhat 
more unravell'd, by ſhewing where their Argu- 
ments centre. What would be the hleſſed Conſe- 
quence of their Policy prevailing fully, were they 
ſerious in what they pretend to, when they ſo 
ſtrongly urge Mr. Lockes Authority for a Land- 
Tax, rather than a Tax upon Commodities (and 
by which the whole Revenue ariſing from Cuſtoms, 
as well as Duties, ſtands equally condemned) in 
theſe Words of his, continually in their Mouths, 
frequently introduced in their Writings, viz. 

Taxes, however contrived, in a Country where their 
great Fund is Land, for the moſt Part, terminate up- 
on Land, | 

Struggle and contrive as you will, lay your Taxes as 
you pleaſe, the Traders will ſhift it off from their own 
Gain, LY 

But 


[ 23 ) 

But Mr. Locke ſhould have remembred, and 
theſe Gentlemen ſhould remember, that he hath al- 
ſo ſaid, what they equally agree to (and which is 
undoubtedly true) that Duties and Cuſtoms fall ulti- 
mately upon the Conſumer ; and do the Traders 
themſelves conſume nothing in the Kingdom ? 
And are there no other Conſumers beſide them, 
and the Landholders? In ſhort, theſe two Apho- 
riſms of Mr. Locke's, having been ſhewn (by a late 
* Piece, from which I take ſeveral Notions) to 
contain very incompetent Arguments for /addling the 
Landholder in the Manner contended for; I pro- 
ceed to conſider that Doctrine in its whole Conſe- 
quence. 

But firſt, theſe Gentlemen are ſerious, or the 
are not; let them take which Side they pleaſe, it 
is indifferent to me, they will have no Reaſon to 
admire themſelves, or other People to be fond of 
them under either Character. 

If they ſay they are not ſerious, which they will 
be loth todo; why then, tor the Sake of falſe Cre- 
dit, Party Pique, the Hopes of raiſing their For- 
tunes and Reputations upon the Ruins of other Peo- 
ples, they are plainly detected (for every Shilling 
in the Pound Land-Tax, they are for laying up- 
on the Landholder, i. e. for every 500,000 they 
are for raiſing by a Land-Tax, rather than by a 
Duty, or from the ſinking Fund) of a Deſire to 
give away five per Cent. of the annual Income of 
ſeveral of the Nobility, Gentry, Clergy, and o- 
ther Landholders, to the moneyed, and mercantile 
Wealth and Profeſſions, and in ſome Meaſure, to the 
Prejudice of thoſe poor Craftſmen and Artificers, 
2hom they would be thought to ſupport and be- 
friend all the while. 


It 


V Diſcourſe on Trade, &c. Printed at Lincoln. 1733 · 
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If they ſay they are ſerious, I believe they won't 
be found more conſiſtent with the Good of their 
Country in that Light; better for the Nation that 
theſe Gentlemen ſhould not be Men of Principle, 
and not ſucceed, than be ſo, and ſucceed in their 
Policies, if we do but conſider what they bottom 
upon. When they ſay that all publick Money is 
moſt properly raiſed by a Land-Tax, they are modeſt, 
at leaſt in giving this Reaſon for it, that for ts own 


| fake it is to be done: That the Land will find its 


Account init, and perceive it again (with Intereſt) 
in the Advance of its Rents: That what is paid in 
Land-Tax, is all ſaved in thoſe Expences the Land- 
holders would ſuſtain in Duties and Cuſtoms. This 
is Mr. Lockes Argument, wherein he might have 
had /ome Pretence to have been right (tho? I think 
he would not have been quite ſo) if all the Wealth 


of England conſiſted in the Land and Houſes of 


England, and Stock of that Land, and neceſſary 
Furniture of thoſe Houſes ; but / far as they are 
ſhort of it, /o far his Argument certainly fails, and 
fo far they fail, who hold the ſame Opinion with 
him; and it is the avowed Opinion of theſe Gentle- 
men. The Argument fairly — ſtands thus: 

Trade is of great and general Benefit to the 
Nation, conſequently of Benefit to the Landed 
Intereſt. 

But Duties and Cuſtoms are a Detriment to 
Trade; as ſuch, hurtful to the Nation, to the 
Landed Intereſt as well as others. 

But a Land-Tax is no Detriment to Trade, it 


is an Eaſe (as being in lieu of Duties, c.) by con- 


ſequence a Benefit, the Means of promoting 
rade, and as ſuch ultimately an Advantage to 
and. 


'T heſe 
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. Theſe being the Principles they would be 
thought to go upon, I beg to advance ſo far upon 
them as to ſee wha? they end in. M | 

If it is. /ome Benefit to Trade, and in the End 
10 Loſs, but an equal Advantage to Land (for that 
is their Argument) that the Landed Intereſt pay in 
Part for the Protection of the money d and trading 
Mealth and Profeſſions, it would be a greater Bene- 
fit to Trade, and (according to them) to Land alſo, 
ſhould it pay altogether for the Protection of them. 

If the Land, for inſtance, by paying Two Shil- 
lings per Pound, which of trist Right belongs not 
to it, as a Land Tax, in a way of ſtrict Zuſtice and 
Equality certainly does not (could it any way be 

ſaved, -and which the Exciſe Scheme on Wine and 
J Tobacco was intended to ſave, and which the Salt 
þ Tax, and the other Expedient of having recourſe 
to the ſinking Fund in time of Need, afually have 
ſaved, and do this Year very conſiderably ſave) ac- 
quires ſome Advantage to the Nation and itſelf, 
of how much more Advantage would it be to both 

to pay four or five times as much, if the Publick, 

require it? "iN 

Theſe Patriots I am ſpeaking of are altogether 
in this way of thinking (if they think as they 
1 ſpeak) it being a certain Conſequence which neceſſa- 
| rily follows from their Premiſes, it is fairly deduci- 
ble from their way of reaſoning ; and further, they 
have not been wanting in very florid Speeches to that 
effect; ſome of them have ſaid it in ſo many Words. 
Nor can any thing leſs be underſtood by thoſe 
ſevere Exclamations which have been ſo generally 
and freely beſtowed by the whole Party, not only 
againſt the late projected Exciſe particularly, a- 
gainſt going to the /inking Fund, and the Salt-Tax, 
but againſt all Exci/e; whatſoever. | 
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In behalf of the Dealers in Wine and Tobacco 
(after being detected in ſuch egregious Frauds, as 
they plainly were, whereby they appeared to e- 
vade ſo large a Share of the preſent Duties upon 
thoſe two Articles) nothing could be urged, but 
what with equal and a better Right might have 
been urged for the Malſters, Brewers, &r. as 
Manufacturers of our own Engliſe Commodities, 
why they alſo ſhould not be ſubject to Exciſe Laws. 
If they were zolerable and reaſonable for them, why 
not for Vintners and Tobacconiſts ? But if not for 
Vintners and Tobacconiſts, neither for Malſters , 
Beer-Brewers, Sc. 
The Adverſaries, conſcious of this, behaved 
accordingly about the late projected Exciſe upon 
Wine and Tobacco only, by (without diſtinction) 
venting the bittereſt InveEtives againſt all Exciſes, 
as being the beſt Method they could think of 
whereby to engage Numbers. But hot is this to 
be reconciled with common Senſe, but by ſuppiying 
the Publick with all the Monies ariſing thence by 
an Aſſeſs on Lands only? Some Landholders would 
do well to conſider this, before they too haſtily 
and inconſiderately join in condemning all Exciſes 
in general, or the late projected Exciſe in particular. 

This is a Point of that Conſequence in diſputing 
with theſe Patriots, as deſerves to be particularly 
attended to, ſo as never to loſe ſight of it; it is 
that indeed, for the ſake of which only, and for the 
ſake of Juſtice to ſome injur*d Characters, it can be 
worth while ſo much as to mention the Exciſe 
Scheme, which (in conſequence of the unworthy 
Treatment it met with) hath been long ſince given 
up, and abandoned for ever. 
And it is a Point of that Conſequence to the 
Landed Intereſt eſpecially, and to all Friends to 
Juſtice, about which the Nation ſeems much di- 
vided, 


1 


vided, and concerning which ſome endeavour to 
run away with that Credit they have not done 
Duty for (being as it were Smugglers in Reputation) 
that it is well worth enquiring how far the Notion 
is or 1s not right: And the beſt way to have a Que- 
ſtion of this weight fairly reſolved, is, I think, 
to propound it in its full Extent, in ſuch manner 
as may go neareſt to take in the real, unfeigned 
Sentiments of the beſt Landed Eſtates ; nay, and 
I will not exclude the honeft, reaſonable Part of 
the money d and trading People of the Kingdom 
too, in order to be determined by the Majori- 
ty; an expedient Method of doing which I ſhall 
take the liberty of propoſing by and by. - 
Having firſt prepared the Way for it, by ſuppo- 
ſing (for Arguments Sake, what I don't pretend 
to know exactly, and what is not material) the cur- 
rent Exigence of the Nation (the Civil Liſt, and 
the Intereſt of the National Debt included) to be 
four, frve, or fix Millions a Year; which was it 
to be raiſed by a Land-Tax, it would be eight, ten, 
or twelve Shillings per Pound: But what is that 
according to theſe Patriots? it is better (according to 
them) for the Land to pay it, than that the Mer- 
chants and honeſt T rades-People ſhould be incum- 
bred with Duties and Cuſtoms upon the Goods 
they import, and the Commodities they deal in; 
tho, in that Way, what would be twelve Shillings 


a Pound asa Land-Tax, upon Landholders fingly, 


would be no more than two Shillings a Pound up- 
on the whole Wealth of England. For Land be- 
ing computed at the moſt, to be but a /zxth of the 
Wealth of England, in every Shilling the Land- 
holder pays in Land-Tax, he pays 10 d. for the 
moneyed and trading Wealib and Profeſſions, but 2 d. 
for himſelf. 

C This 
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This is no Chimæra; it is but the Truth, or 
as near the Truth as Calculations of this ſort can 
come. But nevertheleſs, this ſeeming Hardſhip is 
to be made up to the Landholder another Way; 
he will be able to advance his Rent accordingly; 
I have heard it averred publickly by an Admirer 
of the renowned Caleb Danvers. 

As it is poſſible, in Imagination, it is poſſible, 
in Fat too, to transfer the whole Tax to the Land: 
A great Part of the Revenue ariſing from Duties 
and Cuſtoms is, it's true, mortgaged for the Inte- 
reſt of the National Debt; but it is but mortgaged 
by Parliament; the ſame Power can transfer the 
Obligation upon the Land, and as it happens to 
be juſt ſufficient for it, it would be as good, and as 
e a Security. And if a Land-Tax hath all 
the good Qualities boaſted of, the Preſervation of 
our Rights and Liberties, the Promotion of Trade 
to ſuch a Degree, that the Land ſhall not be ſenſi- 
ble of its unequal Burthen of Taxes, but find itsſelf 
as much reimburſed, by Advance of Rents, tho? 
the Taxes ſhould be ten, or twelve Shillings in the 
Pound, (that being the Caſe) it certainly ought to 
be done. The whole then depends upon the Cre- 
dibility of Land, this Way, increaſing one third, 
or one half, or more in its Rent (according as the 
'Tax ſhall be) and the whole Merit of their Preten- 
ſions to Patriotiſm (in Reſpect of Taxes) turns upon 
it; for if it is not pg/ible that Land, in Caſe of ſo 
high a Tax laid upon it, ſhould in Courſe of Time, 
and in a reaſonable Space too, find its Account by 
gaining as much in the Increaſe of its Rent, as that 
Tax amounts to, above its own equal Proportion, 
it would be both anju/?, and unpolitick to load it ſo 
for the ſake of another Intereſt. 

I 


In 


[ 19 ] 

In Trade itſelf, as that Species, or Mode there- 
of, which tends only to enrich pariicular Perſons, 
and impoveriſh others, is neither juſt, nor ſalutary, 
but noxtous, and iniquitous, deſerving to be abo- 
liſhed for the Benefit of Trade : So even the 
whole trading Intereſt, when put in Competition 
with the landed Intereſt, is not to be ſerved at the 
Expence of Fuſtice, to the great and manifeſt In- 
jury of the latter; becauſe that would be 0 pub- 
tick Benefit, but a particular Injury to ſome, fox the 
Sake of a particular Advantage to others, 

And if it would be unjuſt, unpolitick, to put a 
greater Sum upon the Landed Intereſt, for a greater 
Advantage to the mozeyed and trading Wealth and 
Profeſſions ;, as ſure as the Rule of Proportion (in 
Arithmetick called the Golden Rule) is true, fo 
ſure is it uniuſt and unpolitick, in the ſame Degree, 
but a /e/s Meaſure, to load it in a leſs Quantity, 
(but upon abſolute Neceſſity) for a 4% Proporti- 
on of Advantage to them. 

If it is good in Part, it would be good in the 
whole ; but, if it is not good in the whole, it 
cannot (except as before, in Caſe of Neceſſity) 
be good at all; and ſo the ſame Queſtion recurs 
(and their Patriotiſm ſtill depends upon it) to the 
Credibility of Land, by bearing the whole 
Weight of Taxes directly, finding its Account 
in it, ultimately, by a preportionable Increaſe of 
Rent: Which Propoſition were it to be cramm'd 
down my Throat (as it has been attempted to be 
impoſed upon every Body) as a Thing I muſt 
believe, and give a Reaſon for too; I ſhould 
ſay, Credo quia impeſſibile. 

But if I may take the liberty to urge them, 
I have ſome Reaſons to think the contrary. 
The Rent of Land may be, and is under the 

C 2 Influence 
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Influence of ſome Trade; but firſt, it is not un- 
der the Influence of that Kind of Trade which 
hath to do with Exciſes (thoſe excepted which 
under a certain former Miniſter, now a leading 
Patriot, were laid on Leather, Soap and Candles) 
the reſt are either upon native or foreign Com- 
modities; the native ones ſuch, as if they are of 
abſolute Uſe, are, as near as may be ſo, in the 
moſt exact Proportion to the Circumſtances and 
Condition of People uſing them; in which Caſe 
a Man pays to the Publick juſt as he ould 
Pay, according to what he has under its Pro- 
tection ; and tho? they be of native Growth or 
Manufacture, yet there being the ſame, or very 
near the ſame Conſumption, neither Trade nor 
Land ſuffers by it materially, neither the Grower, 
nor the Maker, nor the Vender. 

As to Articles entirely foreign, ſubject to Ex- 
ciſe, they are chiefly Matters of Superfluity and 
Luxury, the Uſe and Conſumption whereof, tho? 
it be ſaid that they are leſſened by Exciſes (and 
that is the. worſt that can be ſaid of them) it 
muſt be eſteemed an Advantage rather than an 
Injury to the Land of England particularly, by 
occaſioning a greater Expence of native Com- 
modities in lieu of them. 

For the ſame Reaſon our Culſtoms upon Com- 
modities imported from beyond the Seas cannot 
be ſaid to affect our Lands, but for the better. 
But the Good or Hurt our Lands are chiefly 
ſuſceptible of in Trade, is by that Rule bf Com- 
merce which reſpects our Exporis and Imports ; 
which promotes or hinders the due and regular 
Exportation of what our Land produces, /o far 
as we can ſpare ut, and reſtrains or permits as 
much as may be the importing of /uch foreign 

Com- 
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Commodities as would hinder the requiſite Con- 
fumption of our native ones. This our Legi/ſa- 
ture, and our Miniſters (except the Miniſter be- 
fore excepted, and his Plan of Commerce) have 
generally had a careful Eye to; and /o long and 
ſo far as they do ſo, our Trade is ſecure, and 
(notwithſtanding Duties and Cuſtoms) the Rents 
of our Lands alſo. 

They may indeed riſe and fall, as the Prices 
of our own Commodities do (which, though 
ſometimes they are made the Subject of national 
Murmuring and Complaint againſt the Admini- 
ſtration) is but the Effect of the Seaſons, and of 
the State of Europe as to Peace or War. Further 
than this, there occur to me but two Ways of 
increaſing Rents, neither of them depending up- 
on our Duties or Cuſtoms; one of them no na- 
tional Advantage, the other no real Enrichment 
of the Landholder; one is by actual Improve- 
ment, the Dint of Labour, Money and Inven- 
tion, a particular Advantage to the ſncceſsful 
Projector, and very often a proportionable Loſs 
to the neighbouring or ſome other Eſtates in 
the Kingdom : The other happens by Increaſe 
of Money, which loſes as much in its Value, 
ſo is no real Acquiſition to the Landholder. 

All the mighty Advantages then (which have 
been ſo much boaſted of by certain Perſons, and 
into the Belief of which ſome have been really 
gulPd) to the Intereſt, the Liberty and Advantage 
of the Landholder, from no Exciſe, no Duty, no 
Cuſtom, i. e. no Tax on Commodities, but a Land- 
Tax in lieu of them, amount to juſt nothing at 
all certain or probable on one fide; but on the 
other to a certain Load, a Servitude of Eight, 
or Ten, or Twelve Shillings in the Pound, for 

| a long 
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a long Duration, as Affairs now ſtand; and con- 
ſidering the Inſtability of human Affairs, that 
ſome Taxes will be always wanting, we may pro- 
nounce the Neceſſity of a Land-Tax upon ſuch 
Principles perpetual, and heavy too. 


This may be eſteemed the Bleſſed, as it would 


be the certain Conſequence of exploding the way 
of raiſing Money by taxing Commodities ; unlefs, 
| ſetting aſide a Land-Tax, could be ſubſtituted a 
better, a more equal way of raiſing Sums for 
publick Uſe, which I believe would puzzle the 
beſt and readieſt of their Inventions. We ſhould 
do well to conſider this before we fall in too 
readily with that nonſenſical and ſeditious Cry, 
Liberty and Property; no Exciſe. 


But however, there would be this Comfort 
for the Landed Folks in this Paradiſe of their 


Patriots, that their Lands being mortgaged to 
near or full one half of its Value, almoſt as far, 
as I have been told, it is practicable to mort- 


gage Eſtates, they will be prevented giving 


the Lawyers much Trouble, by taking up any 
great Sums . for the Benefit of their younger 
Children, or ſo ; and further, when they have 
paid their Taxes, Steward, and deducted for 
other Contingences and Repairs, they will have 


no great Trouble with the poor, ſmall Remain- 


der, only how to ſpin it out from one Rent- 
Day to another. Their Tradeſmen muſt in courſe 
have choice Cuſtomers of them, they themſelves 
be pretty ſure of ſtarving, live where they will, 
or of what Quality ſoever they be; their “ na- 


Sir W. W- - - m's Speech in the Debates on the Exciſe Scheme 
for improving the Revenue on Tobacco, 
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tural Intereſts in their reſpective Counties muſt 
be hugely preſerved and promoted by thus ma- 
king the General-Receivers of the Land-Tax Col- 
lectors of ſo large a Share of their Rents, and 
leaving themſelves to be (in ſo far as that ex- 
trends) little more than nominal Landlords, with, 
at the moſt, no greater Share of Liberty than 
thoſe have who are ſubject to the Laws of 


Exciſe, in ſo far as they are ſubjected to ſuch 
Laws. ＋ 


This, I think, I may be poſitive of, that the 
late Arguments of the modern Patriots againſt 
the Exciſe Scheme, againſt the Salt Tax, and 
againſt taking from the ſinking Fund, all to 
fave in Land-Tax, plainly bottom in this, that 
a Land-Tax is preferable to all other Taxes, 
not only Duties, but Cuſtoms. They have plainly 
ſaid as much; they have cited Mr. Locke's Au- 
thority for it; and the Conſequence of that Aſ- 
ſertion I have purſued no. further than it na- 
turally leads us, and ſhew'd it to be a Bur- 
then of Eight, or Ten, or Twelve Shillings in 
the Pound for a long, long Time at leaſt, with- 
out the Proſpect of any thing in lieu of it to 
the Landholders, but Poverty, and that Contempt 
and Scorn which is ſure to wait upon it, the 


liberty of being oppreſſed, deſpiſed, and trampled 
ON. 


This to ne e ie i Gd 
thers don't ſee theſe Things, in this ſame Light ; 


+ Sir P----1 M n's Speech in the Debates for improving the 
Revenue on Tobacco. . 


I humbly 


[ 24 

I humbly propoſe, that the moſt powerfully 
eloquent Man in the bole Band of Modern Pa- 
triots move in the next Seſſion of the next Par- 
liament, that an Act be paſs'd to determine all 
Exciſes, Duties, and Cuſtoms, and to charge all 
Incumbrances to which they ſtand appropriated, 
upon the Lands of England; making them ſtill 
further anſwerable for all that is wanting for the 
current Service, or upon any Emergency, by an 
equal Pound Rate upon Lands only; no Money, nor 
Stock in Trade to be charged; with ſtrong Clauſes 
rendering it impoſſible for any one, however here- 
tofore he hath eſcaped an Equality with his Neigh- 
bours and Fellow-Subje&ts, to ſkulk under ſuch 
Immunity for the future; the Proviſion bein 


ſpecial and e fectual, that, throughout the whole 


Kingdom, every County, Hundred, &c. every indi- 
vidual Perſon pay alike in Proportion for his 
Landed Eſtate. To ſay, and do thus much in Form, 
and Method, would be to act up to what has been 
ſo loudly profeſſed ; would ſhew who are in Jeſt, 
and who 'm Earneſt, who in the true Intereſt of 
their Country, and who not; it would be 
worth ones while (in that Caſe ) to obſerve a- 
mongſt the moneyed, and mercantile People, how 
many would be found ſo bleſſed with Poverty of 
Spirit, the Want of Pride and Modeſty, to accept 
this Treat at the Hands of their Inferiors in Point 
of Wealth ; and amongſt the Landholders, how 
many would be found vain and extravagant e- 
nough to compliment the moneyed and trading 
Wealth and Profeſſions, with their Protection, for 
nothing, 


It 


© 28... . th. $65, Mes 


. 


_ 


it 


[ 25 ] 


If any Thing in the Courſe of this ſmall Treas 
tiſe ſhould be thought to convey unjuſt and un- 
worthy Ideas of theſe Gentlemens Patriotiſm, 
the Sum of what I have ſaid may be ſeen and 
judg'd of at one View under the following 
Particulars, the Fa#s whereof are notorious, the 


Conſequences drawn from them, I think, plain 
and undeniable; 


Their Oppoſition to (not to mention their 
unjuſt and unreaſonable Clamours againſt) the 
late Scheme for ſubjecting Wine and Tobacco 
to the Exciſe Laws, concludes that, according 
to them, it was better the Dealers in thoſe u 
Articles ſhould be indulged in Frauds, whereby 
they cheat the Publick and their Cuſtomers of 
an immenſe Sum (conſequently every individual 
Perſon in the Kingdom of ſomething) which 
they put all into their own Pockets, to the 
enriching themſelves, and the impoveriſhing of 
others; rather than they ſhould be effeftually pre- 
vented, and the Generality, or the Landed In- 
tereſt particularly (which ſtood ſo well entitled 
to it upon the Principles of Juſtice and Equity) 


ſhould reap the leaſt Eaſe or Benefit that 
way. | 


Their Oppoſition to and Clamour againſt 
the Salt Tax, and againſt having recourſe to 
the /inking Fund for the current Service, which 
has been, and will be an adlual, and a conſide- 
rable, and ſeaſonable Saving to the Land- Jax, 
was, and is in effect, voting and proteſting that 
a Land-Tax is the Tax firſt proper to be laid 
on upon all Occaſions, and laſt to be taken off, 

D notwith- 


[ 26 ] 


notwithſtanding as the moſt partial and —_ 


it is plainly the moſt grievous and oppreſſive any 


Tax whatſoever. 


It is not enough to have perpetuated Frauds 
upon the Publick from unfair Dealers in Wine 
and Tobacco, by for ever ſkreening thoſe ws 
Articles from the Exciſe Laus; but no Exciſe! 
is made the Watch-Word of theſe Gentlemen 
and their Partizans. If it is attended with 
common Senſe, and ſuch a Meaning as 1s to 
be underſtood, it implies at leaſt a Land-Tax 
in lieu of all Exciſes, and that would be 10 
Trifle, no light thing to the Landbolders. But it 
implies further (by Parity of Argument) a 
Land-Tax in lieu of all other Taxes; in which 
Caſe how much it would be, how equal, and of 
what Duration, has been pretty clearly ſnewn. 


' Hypocriſy is juſtly ſaid to be an Homa 
which Vice pays to Virtue. In Politicks, as in 
Religion, we ſometimes ſee the worſi Perſons 
contending for the beſ# Names, adopting the 
beſt Titles, To form a right Judgment in the 
preſent Controverſy, let it but be remember'd 
that the Prevention of Frauds, notorious and 
egregious Frauds, for the Benefit of the fair 
Trader, and the Eaſe of the Landbolder, and 
the Poor, was the /ing/e Point aimed at in the 
Exciſe Scheme; and that but by ſubjecting the 
Dealers in two foreign Commodities ouly to the 


' ſame Laws (intended to be greatly alter'd in 
favour of all Dealers in exciſeable Commodi- 
ties) which thoſe concern'd in our zative ones, 
the Malſter, Brewer, c. are neceſſarily ſubject 
to. Let it be remember'd, that a Land- Tax 
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is proper to Landholders only, while all other 
Taxes are as common to them as to any other 
Subjects in the Kingdom; and then with what 
Propriety thoſe who have ſo remarkably ſigna- 
lized themſelves in a contrary Intereſt, have ſti- 
led themſelves, and are ſtiled Patriots, Country 
Gentlemen, in the true Intereſt of their Country, 
and of the Country Intereſt, is left to the cool 
Conſideration of all Landholders, and of every 
other honeſt, impartial Perſon, 
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